
IS YOUR HOME READY TO LIST? 

“Buyers want to be able 

to walk into a home and 

picture themselves living 

there. They don’t (and 

often won’t) want to try 

to ignore clutter, smells, 

and dirt to do it. If you 

want a strong offer in a 

short amount of time, list 

your home in the best 

possible condition.” 
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Prepare Your Home Before You List 
Listing a home before it's actually ready to sell is a good way to ensure that it 

stays on the market and brings in a low offer. With a little elbow grease and this 

checklist, you can make sure that your home is in the perfect condition for 

prospective buyers.  

Exterior 

 Repair or replace damaged doors, windows, screens, shutters, 

gutters and siding. 

 Clean up any pet waste in the yard. 

 Make sure that doorbell is working correctly. 

 Make sure that all exterior lights are working. 

 Mow and water the lawn. 

 Pull weeds and dead plants from any flower beds or landscaped 

areas. 

 Replace broken sidewalks and/or stepping stones. 

 Remove any trash from around the property. 

Kitchen 

 Make sure that all electrical outlets and appliances are working 

correctly. 

 Deep clean and deodorize appliances. 

 Replace any dead light bulbs. 

 Repair leaking faucets and pipes under the sink. 

 Make sure all cabinets and drawers close completely. 

Living Room/Great Room 

 Vacuum and have carpets professionally cleaned (especially if 

you have pets or are a smoker). 

 Throw away or store any clutter or junk. 

 Wash walls, baseboards, and light switch plates. 

 Repair any scratches in wood floors, and try to remove any 

carpet stains.  
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Showing Tips 

 Remove personal 

objects like photos, 

trophies, or anything 

with personal 

information on it. 

 Make sure that your 

pets are confined 

during showings. 

 Make sure that there 

are no odors in the 

home while you’re 

showing. Smoke 

outside, take out the 

trash, and handle pet 

problems 

immediately.  

 Make beds and tidy 

rooms before 

showings. 

 Open the blinds or 

turn on lights to 

showcase the space. 

 Ask for showing 

feedback, and make 

adjustments as 

necessary. 

Bathrooms 

 Deep clean shower, toilet, sink, and floor. 

 Remove mildew and mold stains. 

 Repair leaky faucets and pipes. 

 Repair broken or noisy exhaust fans. 

 Replace cracked caulk around the tub and shower. 

 Repair broken or leaky toilets. 

 Check water pressure in shower and sink. 

 Replace shower curtains and liners. 

 Make sure that all drawers close completely. 

Bedrooms 

 Vacuum and have carpets professionally cleaned (especially if 

you have pets or are a smoker). 

 Throw away or store any clutter or junk. 

 Wash walls, baseboards, and light switch plates. 

 Repair any scratches in wood floors, and try to remove any 

carpet stains.  

Miscellaneous  

 Collect documentation for appliances, maintenance, and 

repairs done to the home.  

 Remove and store appliances, furnishings, and lighting fixtures 

you don’t want to include with the sale of your home.  

 Make sure that any ceiling cracks or watermarks have been 

covered and that the problems that caused them have been 
fixed.  

 Repaint deck and fence if the paint is peeling. 

 Paint walls a neutral color in all rooms. 

 Replace welcome mat. 

 Repair windows that are sticky or broken. 

 Change furnace and water filters.  
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